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AA  CCaatt   NNaammeedd  WWrr ii tteeSSccrr eeeennTTMM   CCaattcchheess  tthhee  MM oouussee  
  
What is the latest device for tech-savvy businessmen and teaching professionals?  The answer is something so 
simple and intuitively useful, even common programs like Microsoft† PowerPoint®, Microsoft Word®, and MSN 
Messenger® have presupposed their existence with covert functions already included in their applications.  These 
powerful applications have the capacity for writing and drawing but merely lack an appropriate device to use them.  
The LCD WriteScreen Monitor by Hi-Tech Instruments allows you to write directly on the computer screen using a 
stylus device identical to the ones used on those ubiquitous PDA devices.  The LCD WriteScreen Monitor detects 
pen-point to produce high definition output instantly.  Since you can treat the stylus like a pen and the computer 
reads the stylus like a mouse, WriteScreen elegantly bridges the two to create an ideal interface between you and 
your PC.    
 
While the mouse, touch pad, 
track-ball, and touch screen 
are effective point-and-select 
devices, they are hardly 
suitable for writing.  Attempts 
to do so are usually met with 
less than desirable results.  
With the WriteScreen Monitor, 
users can move beyond the 
constraints of automatically 
formatted text.  In an age 
where talk is cheap, especially 
in the form of the typed word, 
WriteScreen allows you to be 
heard above the dull roar of 
information overload.   
  

Unlike the TabletPC®, which 
requires the purchase of an 
entire computer system, the 
LCD WriteScreen Monitor is 
an LCD Monitor with a 
pressure sensitive film that 
accurately detects pen-point 
within 5 pixels (Picture a 
lower-case “o”  in size 5 font).  
To install the WriteScreen, 
just plug in the USB cable.  
Microsoft Windows® 

automatically detects the pen 
device, and WriteScreen is 
ready to use.  Separate driver 
installation is not needed.  

 
While many universities, libraries, and businesses already have LCD monitors, offices and households are slowly 
moving from the cumbersome CRT monitors to the lithe space-saving LCD monitors.  In this case, the WriteScreen 
is a perfect upgrade for your office and home desktop.   
 
WriteScreen is pre-calibrated to achieve accuracy within 5 pixels. This product can be used from PC to PC with no 
need for recalibration.  Furthermore, the pressure sensitivity of the WriteScreen means it can register touch by any 
media/stylus, such as the nail of a pointed index finger.  A stylus is included in the WriteScreen package.  The 
stylus also functions as a ball pen and laser pointer (batteries included). The stylus motions emulate the mouse’s 
single and double-click, drag, and button-up.  A steady pressure by the stylus enacts a right-button click that 
summons the drop-down menu.  Using the WriteScreen and stylus, you may find yourself never having pick up the 
mouse again.   
  
If you have given a PowerPoint presentation, the WriteScreen can be useful for you.  While presenting in slide show 
format, you may want to alert your audience of your email address and phone number for further communication.  
Simply go to your monitor, right click with your stylus, and a menu will drop down (Fig.1). Select Pointer Options 
and then the Pen option, and the page becomes writable.  Circle your phone number.  Add and asterisk to your main 
point.  The LCD WriteScreen Monitor enables you to highlight, annotate, and include footnotes in the middle of 
your presentation.  From watching the projector screen, your audience will be called to attention by your writing 
action.  Suppose an astute member of your audience has asked a question that enhances your presentation.  You can 
address this onscreen and save your changes as written.  Your presentation remains up-to-date and ready as a 
follow-up email enclosure for interested members of your audience.  
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If you have written a Word document that needs revision, the WriteScreen can be useful for you.  If you are writing 
an essay and need feedback without changing the original body of the text, select the Drawing toolbar under the 
Toolbars menu.  Click Autoshapes and under Lines you can select Freeform.  With the WriteScreen your 
proofreader can insert handwritten comments and edits as image files that can be formatted to go behind or in front 
of the original text.  While professors often accept electronic versions of term papers, they need hardcopies on 
which to add comments and grades.  WriteScreen enables them to add comments right on the document, save 
changes, and email assignments back.  There is no need to lug stacks of papers for grading.  WriteScreen marries 
the freedom and individuality of a handheld pen with the trim efficiency of a PC. 
 
If you have conducted a web-conference with NetMeeting®, the WriteScreen can be 
useful for you.  Within a monitor you may have the images of your conference 
members on the left and the Whiteboard on the right.  While discussing the figures of 
last quarter’s performance, draw up the graphs from Microsoft Excel.  In the course 
of your meeting, you may jot down figures and key strategies on the Whiteboard.  
This becomes instantly visible on the whiteboard.  Your long-distance colleagues can 
add their own estimates on the whiteboard.  With WriteScreen you can write on the 
same Whiteboard and view these actions in real time!  Similar features are also found 
in MSN Messenger. 
 
Urgent faxes needing signatures will find WriteScreen to be the ideal solution.  Bitware is a bundled software 
included in most computer modem purchases.  Simply select the pen option, sign, and return the form by e-mail 
(fig.5).  WriteScreen can even reduce the cost of expensive long-distance and international faxes, while avoiding 
costly ink cartridges, paper waste, and extraneous phone lines. 
 
Particularly among teachers, the WriteScreen helps to document and present material covered in class while 
encouraging student participation.  Teachers in physics and chemistry can use the WriteScreen as a replacement to 
the SmartBoard.  Unlike the SmartBoard, homework assignments and recent tests are enlarged and projected on a 
movie screen.  Students will enjoy using WriteScreen as their writing appears on the projector screen while they 
draw up their solution on the teacher’s monitor without interrupting the class’  view of the projector screen.   
 
For other software programs, the capacity to write or draw may not be readily available.  Hi-Tech Instruments 
offers the multi-purpose Annotation software as a part of the WriteScreen package.  Annotation employs a simple 
keystroke to invoke any computer image as a writable one.  Annotation runs in the background and can be disabled 
or enabled by the user. When using applications, such as Microsoft® Excel, Explorer Internet Browser, OrCad®, 
etc., the user invokes a virtual writable image via simple keystrokes.  The user can then annotate the running 
application image.  The ability to annotate images raises many exciting possibilities in electronic communication.  
Annotated images can be saved for later reference.  The Annotation also supports Pivot® Pro software that lets you 
rotate your computer display from landscape to portrait orientation. 
 
WriteScreen is not only for professionals.  While a picture is worth a thousand words, WriteScreen can make those 
words count.  PC users at home can send friends directions using YahooMaps® with a hand-drawn pathway.  Circle 
an area that might be notorious for traffic or road work.  They will appreciate the foresight.  Children can enjoy 
Paint® with greater accessibility.  Home computing easily integrates the WriteScreen with its handheld pen device.  
Unlike the mouse, the WriteScreen detects absolute locations, not relative ones.  You can go from one corner to the 
other without leaving a trail.  The relative positioning of the mouse has contributed to wrist and hand strain often 
leading to Carpal Tunnel syndrome.  Use the stylus instead and go directly to your destination.  For these reasons 
and many more, the WriteScreen seems to have caught up with the mouse and could very well surpass it.       
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101 Uses of the Wr ite Screen Monitor  

 
 



Hi-Tech Instruments, Inc. Copyright © 9/08/2004 

Fig. 7 

 
PowerPoint – circle, 
highlight, draw attention to 
specific portions of your 
presentation.  
 

 
 
NetMeeting – Freehand 
drawing is passed over the 
internet so you can 
communicate graphics to 
remote sites efficiently in real time. 

 

 
 

MSN Messenger  – select the Start 
Whiteboard from the Actions menu 
(Fig.3). Whatever you draw or write, 
your contact/buddy can see it via 
internet in real time. 
 

 
Windows Word –You can write onto 
this image without affecting the 
original content (fig.4).  Freeform 
writing means you can add your 
comments right onto the text.   

 

 
 
Bitware – a popular modem bundled software.  
Like receiving a fax that requests a signature, 
you can call up the Pen option from the Tools 
menu (Fig.5), and sign the “paper”  and fax it 
right back via the PC’s modem. 
 
 
 

OrCad – a popular PCB design tool. Using the 
Annotation, you can comment on the design image and email the saved image 
file right back to your manufacturer (Fig.6). 
 

 
 
Yahoo map – on this free internet map 
service you can use Annotation, to draw your 
path, save the image, and email the image file 
to your customer (Fig.7). 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Paint - using the pen or brush tool, you can do free-hand drawing with ease (Fig.8).  
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